
 

 

 

 

 

Fritz Institute envisions a world where every community has the capacity to 

respond and recover from a major disaster, saving lives and reducing suffering.  

 

Fritz Institute is a non-profit organization that works in partnership with 

governments, non-profit organizations and corporations around the world to 

innovate solutions and facilitate the adoption of best practices for rapid and 

effective disaster response and recovery. 

 

Fritz Institute was founded in 2001 by Mr. Lynn Fritz, a social entrepreneur 

and philanthropist, who recognized that effective front-line humanitarian 

operations must be supported by strong back-room capabilities: effective 

operational processes, appropriate uses of enabling technologies, well-trained 

logistics personnel, objective performance metrics, and institutionalized 

learning across the humanitarian sector. Mr. Fritz is the former chairman and 

CEO of Fritz Companies, a Fortune 1000 global logistics corporation. 

 

Approach: Strengthening the Front-line Response 

At Fritz Institute, we believe the front-line response must be strengthened with 

supporting tools, technologies and processes in order to provide disaster-

affected communities, as well as donors, with confidence that relief agencies 

are effective and accountable in their response to a humanitarian crisis. 
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Robert Sproul, Chief Executive Officer Leadership 
Robert Sproul oversees strategy, marketing, and the day-to-day global operations of Fritz 
Institute. Sproul joins Fritz Institute after close to thirty years in the advertising business as a 
marketing and business executive in San Francisco and New York, and as the owner of 
several firms in the Bay Area. Bob has an accomplished history of working with San 
Francisco Bay Area non-profits in the area of board policy and fundraising. Bob has served 
on the Alumni Board of Directors and was Chairman of the Letters and Science Board at 
University of California Berkeley. He has also served as Chairman of the Board for the East 
Bay Conservation Corps. 
 
Laurie A. Johnson, Director, Bay Area Preparedness Initiative (BayPrep) 
Laurie Johnson brings over 17 years experience in risk management and consulting to the 
BAPI vision to make the Bay Area a model for disaster preparedness in the US. Most 
recently, Ms. Johnson developed a unified recovery and rebuilding plan for the City of New 
Orleans, which was accepted by the Louisiana Recovery Authority in June 2007. She has 
written extensively about the economics of catastrophes, disaster recovery, and reconstruction 
for the U.S. and California geologic surveys, FEMA, HUD, the National Science Foundation, 
NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory, and others.  
 
Mitsuko “Mich” Mizushima, Chief Logistics Officer 
For more than two decades, Mich Mizushima has led global teams and a multitude of projects 
in logistics and supply chain management. This expertise expands Fritz Institute's capability 
to adapt best practices in private sector logistics to support the operations of its partners in the 
humanitarian relief community. Best known for her leadership roles at global transportation 
and shipping company APL, she brings years of private sector logistics leadership to Fritz 
Institute's mission to strengthen the front lines of humanitarian relief. 
 
Kathleen A. Meyer, Vice President, External Relations 
Kathy Meyer’s 25 years experience in both the corporate and nonprofit sectors makes her 
uniquely qualified to lead the Institute’s fundraising, marketing and corporate partnership 
activities, increasing our capacity to improve the delivery of humanitarian aid throughout the 
world.  Kathy has served in key roles at several nonprofit organizations including a decade 
long tenure as Executive Director of The Business Enterprise Trust. She has also provided 
strategic planning consulting services to family foundations and nonprofit start-ups. 
Previously, Kathy held senior management positions in strategic planning and marketing at 
Crocker Bank, Bank of America and Zellerbach Paper Company. She has an MBA from 
Stanford University. 
 
 

 Board of 
 Directors 

Lynn C. Fritz, Chairman  

Anisya Thomas Fritz, Co-Founder, former Managing Director 

Robert Alspaugh, former CEO, KPMG International (ret.) 

David Coulter, Vice Chairman, Warburg Pincus 

Goery Delacote, Chief Executive, At-Bristol 

Philip A. Marineau, former President & CEO, Levi Strauss & Co. (ret.) 

Bernard “Barney” Osher, The Bernard Osher Foundation 

Paul Otellini, President & CEO, Intel Corporation 

Richard Sambrook, Director, BBC World Service and Global News 
 2



 
Partners Humanitarian Organizations 

American Red Cross 
British Red Cross 
CARE USA 
CARE International 
Catholic Relief Services 
Ethiopian Red Cross Society 
Habitat for Humanity International 
International Committee of the Red Cross 
International Federation of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies 
International Medical Corps 
International Organization for Migration 
International Rescue Committee 
Kenya Red Cross 
Libyan Red Crescent 
Mercy Corps 
Medecins Sans Frontieres 
MSF Logistical Centre Nairobi 
Namibia Red Cross 
Nigerian Red Cross Society 
Oxfam UK 
People In Aid 
Red Cross Society of Côte d'Ivoire 
Rwanda Red Cross 
Save the Children 
Somali Red Crescent Society 
Tanzania Red Cross National Society 
The South African Red Cross 
The Sudanese Red Crescent 
The Uganda Red Cross Society 
United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) 
United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) 
United Nations Joint Logistical Centre 
(UNJLC) 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
United Nations World Food Programme 
(WFP) 
World Health Organization (WHO) 
World Vision International 
World Vision USA 
Zambia Red Cross Society 
Zimbabwe Red Cross Society 
 
Government Agencies 
DANIDA 
DFID 
ECHO 
SIDA  
USAID 
 

Academic Institutions 
Columbia University 
Dartmouth University 
Erasmus University 
Georgia Institute of Technology 
Georgetown University 
Harvard University 
INSEAD University 
Kenyatta University 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
Stanford University 
Texas A&M University 
UC College, London 
University of Colorado at Boulder 
University of Louisville 
University of Nairobi 
University of South Carolina 
University of Washington 
University of Wisconsin 
 
Corporations 
Abbott Labs 
Advantage Freight Network 
APICS 
Applied Materials 
BearingPoint 
Blue Star 
CostPlus World Market 
Genentech 
General Motors 
Harris Interactive 
Heidrick & Struggle 
Hewlett Packard 
Intel Corporation 
IrisLogic 
John Snow Inc. 
JSI/DELIVER 
KPMG 
Levi Strauss 
Microsoft 
Pacific Gas & Electric 
SAP 
SGS 
Wells Fargo 
 
Foundations 
Bernard Osher Foundation 
San Francisco Foundation 
Stanley S. Langendorf Foundation 
Walter and Elise Haas Fund 
William K. Bowes Foundation 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  
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